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always been..,. There is the whole western coast to be thought
of, and especially the coast of Donegal, with its large bay lead-
ing into Lough Swilly, where the Audacious was mined, and
where at any time, in the event of the Germans getting round,
our fleet may have to find a base of operations."
Carson turned from these general anxieties to tell his friend
about his own part in the business.
" For my own part," he continued, " I have had a very pain-
ful and difficult task in trying to induce the six counties to
accept the terms the Government have offered; but I think it
is due not only to these people but also to the whole of the loyal
population of Ireland, which includes at all events some Nation-
alists, that the Imperial Government should take some respon-
sibility in protecting them.
" The statement that the Prime Minister made with the con-
currence of the Cabinet in the House of Commons astonished
me. That the Dublin Castle system had broken down was only
true in the sense that Birrell, no doubt with the connivance of
the Prime Minister, had abrogated all the functions of govern-
ment entrusted to him, but as the statement was made with
the consent of the Unionist Members of the Cabinet, I had no
alternative but to do my best, especially as I was told the
necessities of the war imposed this duty upon me, and of course,
as the Home Rule Act was on the Statute Book, all I could do
was to try and save something out of the wreckage, once you
had all agreed that a settlement must be come to.
" I feel very lonely in the whole matter; but I have found
confidence reposed in me in the North of Ireland, which was,
to say the least of it, refreshing. I have heard some rumour
to-day that the Cabinet have known nothing about the negotia-
tions or the terms; but that I do not credit, as I do not suppose
I should have been asked to go to Ireland and carry out a most
distasteful mission in such circumstances, more especially as the
papers have given daily accounts of the negotiations which were
going on. I have been told that the London Daily Express voices
your views, and of course I do not know whether that is true,
but it has certainly done ite best to put us in grave difficulties/'
Those rumours which Carson did not credit were, nevertheless,
ground. On the 15th June, his friend Somerset Saunderson